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Initiation- In Love Solidarity is a choreographic narrative that explores identity through a corporeal and 
collective consciousness. As an African American woman, I have chosen the cowrie shell as a cultural symbol 
throughout the work, referencing its usage as currency for the commodification of the Black body, as well as 
its symbol of wealth, fertility, and beauty. The dance specifically examines the transformative identity of the 
Black female body, both imposed and self-proclaimed, linked and represented through the cowrie shell.  

This dance narrative is about the collective-lived experience of my African ancestors, from the Middle 
Passage through an existence into a new space and time, charged with the mission of asserting a collective 
and evolved identity. The backdrop to the dance film captures the Atlantic Ocean at Ogunquit Beach and 
Green Acre, in Eliot Maine, from whence some of our ancestors landed in the new world. It is through their 
sea water baptism that we come to know their spirits and continue to receive their lessons of forgiveness, 
reclamation, creativity, and the resilience to begin anew. The film’s third site, The Robbins House, in Concord, 
MA, represents our self-determination through ownership of property. This idea of ownership, both of property 
and of self, leads to agency and a realization of Black identity. The benches on which the dancers find stillness, 
provide a place of refuge, reflection, and contemplation from which true emancipation can take place.

Above all, the dance is an act of self-love, self-reclamation, and resilience.  

Learn more about Initiation– In Love Solidarity

Nailah Randall-Bellinger is a dancer, dance scholar, educator, and founding artistic director of RootsUprising 
Dance Company. She has been teaching modern and contemporary dance for over 35 years throughout the 
United States and abroad and has studied, performed, and lectured in Brazil, Ghana, Haiti, The Czech Republic, 
and Senegal. After receiving a Masters degree from Lesley University with a concentration in Interdisciplinary 
Studies: Dance and African American literature, she began to focus and develop the concept of the “dancing 
text” as a means to explore the corporeality of dance. In 1998 Nailah presented her work Dancing Beloved as part 
of the Gendered Resistance Conference at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, where her company RootsUprising 
retold Toni Morrison’s story of Margaret Garner through movement. Randall-Bellinger is one of the contributing 
artists/writers to the book Gendered Resistance, a written account of the conference, published in 2013.

Currently, she serves as the Chair of the Dance Department at The Cambridge School of Weston, in Weston, MA, 
where she has taught for the past ten years. She has also been Teaching Artist faculty at Harvard Dance Center 
for over a decade and continues to teach contemporary and body conditioning classes throughout the year. 

The Harvard Dance Center's mission is equity, dignity, and transformation through artistic, academic, and civic  
leadership in beloved community, and to advance dance literacy on campus and for the world. Dance education 
across all offerings aims to foster agency for students and promotes the arts as agents of social change in the world.  

We aim to provide meaningful engagement through dance and the arts – on campus, and in our greater Cambridge 
and Boston communities and beyond them. Dance Center physical and virtual spaces cultivate inclusivity,  reflection, 
dialogue, expression, fellowship, research, and invention. No matter the point of entry, from community dance 
classes and master classes, to student-led groups and the Theater, Dance & Media (TDM) concentration, our 
focus is to foster a transformative student experience and empower tomorrow's artists, innovators, and leaders.

Harvard Dance Center is funded through the Office for the Arts at Harvard, with additional support from  
Theater, Dance & Media.

Contact dance@fas.harvard.edu | ofa.fas.harvard.edu/dance
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